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is allied to that of the aboriginal tribes of Australia. An example of
people of true African descent is seen in the Punniahs of the West
Coast, but the Kadars differ extremely from this race. True the
Kadars hare flat noses, slightly thicker lips than many hill-tribes and
woolly hair in some cases; but the aboriginal Coorurnbers of Wynaad
have all these characteristics and yet their type is distinctly non-
African. More or less woolly hair is common to many forest and hill
tribes, but the true African prognathous jaw is absent.

The Kadars are not African in their build; they are not massive
and large-limbed, though of course their form might become modified
by circumstances. They are, as a rule, rather short in stature and
deep-chested lite most mountaiaeers ; and like many true mountaineers
they rarely walk with a straight leg, hence their thigh muscles are often
abnormally developed at the expense of those of the calf; hence, too, in
part their dislike to walking long distances on level ground, though the
objection mentioned by Colonel Douglas Hamilton to their carrying
loads in the'plains is deeper-rooted than that arising from mere physical
disability. This objection is mainly because they are rather a timid
race, and never feel safe out of their forests. They have also often
affirmed that the low country air is very trying to them.

On marriage the men have their front teeth filed to points.

They are not hunters in their primitive state; in fact they have
not even the practice of setting snares. However, on occasion, they
show themselves good trackers, and a few have developed into keen
hunters.

Left to themselves they cultivate small patches of grain, but live
chiefly by the sums which they may receive for the sale of minor
produce, and on roots which form their regular diet. However, great
activity is shown at one period of the year when the fruit of the cycas
is ripe. The cycas family (Cycadese) is very peculiar, being so like a
palm in general aspect that it was formerly classed among the mono-
cotyledons, being placed either near the palm, or tree-ferns. However,
it is a true dicotyledon; and its fruit forms a very considerable addition
to the resources of the Kddars. The fruit is supposed to be more or
less poisonous in its raw state, but when cooked and reduced to powder
it is evidently quite edible. In this state it resembles coarse flour, and
is eaten by all K&dars.

The cycas is found in great abundance on the Lower Inaimalais.

As a race, Kddaxs are not much given to excess in drinking, but most
of them take opium; and a regular opium-eater cannot do a long day's
work without it.

They are fond of dogs, chiefly as a protection from wild beasts *t
night; for a Kddar on the tramp never takes the trouble to make
more than a lean-to to shelter himself and his family; and the hill
dog is a great accession in such a primitive dwelling, being remarkably
watchful.